
Welcome to our church.  St Mary Magdalene is 

an ancient and beautiful church of particularly 

interesting character and occupies a dominant 

site in the village.  Following the departure of 

the Romans, an early wooden Saxon church 

was established at Campsall, although nothing 

of this remains today.  The present church was 

founded by Ilbert de Laci of Pontefract and built between 1066 and 1160. 

The church contains features of almost every style and there still remain many 

examples of Norman architecture, showing that the entire church was 
threconstructed around the middle of the 12  century.  This original church was 

th
built in a cruciform pattern, with a tower.  The building was extended in the 15  

century when the two side aisles were added, together with the south porch.

The South Door  (1)

This doorway is decorated with ball-flower ornament and 

the stone roofed porch leads into the oldest of the 

graveyards.  A path from the porch leads to the 

boundary wall.  The residents of Campsall Hall (the 

Bacon Frank family) walked down this path to attend

church services.

The Baptistry  (2)

As you enter the church through the south door, the 

baptistry is on your left.  Admire the 700 year old 
th

vaulted ceiling above.  The font is 14  century.  There is 

a priest’s room above the baptistry, accessed by a 

circular stone staircase.  It contains an old fireplace and 

windows as the Priest lived here at one time.

Campsall

The church of 
St Mary Magdalene

Welcome to

2

5

6

3

1

7

4

9
8

10

12

11



Mounted Carved Stone  (3)

This was found in the priest’s room and is of early Norman origin.  It was 

selected, because of its importance and unusual carving, to be included in an 

exhibition in The Haywards Gallery in June 1984.  The exhibition was called 

“English Romanesque Art 1066-1200”.

The Tower and West Door  (4)

This Romanesque tower had already been standing for four centuries when the 

bells rang out to celebrate the defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588.  Pevsner 

described the tower as being “the most ambitious Norman west tower in the 

West Riding”.  The church has eight bells which were re-cast in 1935.  The 

original tower arch opens to the nave and below the tower is the west door with 

its deeply incised zigzag moulding.  A list of incumbents hangs on the wall in the 

tower.  It contains the names and dates of parish priests from 1288 to the 

present day.

Wooden Chest  (5)

This chest, officially called a ‘Hutch’, was originally used to store the Parish 
thRecords.  It is believed to date from the 16  century.

The Nave  (6)

There is a feeling of light and space inside the church.  The oak pews in the 

nave were dedicated in 1958 and made by a local craftsman.  The pulpit is 

simple but dignified and the upper section is Jacobean.

The North Aisle  (7)

As you walk down the north aisle, look up to see the old wooden figures 

supporting the roof.  Several of the figures are resting on corbel stones carved 

with faces.  The arch leading into the Warrior Chapel is Norman.

The Warrior Chapel  (8)

There are ancient tombstones in the floor of this chapel, one of which has 

always been called ‘The Founder’s Tomb’.  Legends say the tombstones were 

possibly those of Knights Templars (1190).  There are also carved stones of 

early Norman origin.  

War memorials to both the First and Second World Wars can be seen on the 

wall in the Warrior Chapel.



The Rood Screen  (9)
thThe lovely carved rood screen dates from the 15  century and is a magnificent 

example of Perpendicular work.  It has an inscription on the base of each 

opening, the verse reading:

“Let fal downe thyne ne and lift up thy hart, 

Behold thy Maker on yond cros al torn, 

Remember his wondis that for the did smart, 

Gotyn withownt syn and on a virgin born, 

All His hed percid with a crown of thorne, 

Alas man thy hart oght to brast in too, 

Bewar of the Devyl whan he blaws his horn, 

And prai this gode aungel conne the”.

It is thought the screen came from the priory church at Wallingwells Abbey, the 

nuns of which held the tithes of Campsall from Edward IV.  It is a dominant 

feature of the church.

The Chancel  (10)

An unusual feature in the chancel is the low stone benches on the north and 

south sides.  Also notice the bishop’s chair which dates from 1610 and the 

sedilia or priests’ seats on the south wall of the chancel.  Look to the “Te Deum” 

east window.  The stained glass in this window was installed in 1964 and paid 

for by local subscriptions.

Flaxman Monument  (11)

Among the several monuments in the chancel, there is a fine memorial designed 

by the famous sculptor Flaxman in 1803.  It commemorates Thomas Yarbrough 

and his family and depicts the young, aged and blind receiving relief.  It is a very 

important piece of sculpture and a treasure of the church.

The Lady Chapel  (12)

The carved stone altar in the Lady Chapel is masterpiece of work, designed by 

the eminent architect Pugin.  It was acquired in 1959 from a disused chapel at 

Ackworth Grange.  It is very beautiful with angels bearing shields upon which 

the instruments of Christ's Passion are displayed.

thThe font is 15  century and there is a piscina in the recess in the south wall.  

The window behind the font contains rare brown stained glass and depicts 

Jesus in the Temple.
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The present church clock dates from the late 1800’s and replaced an earlier one 

of a diamond shape.  The churchyard has many interesting gravestones, and 

the base and part of the shaft of the ancient churchyard cross still stands facing 

the porch.

Thank you for visiting our beautiful church,

we hope your visit has been interesting and enjoyable.

Please sign the Visitor’s Book before you leave.

We send you off with this prayer:

Wayfarer

Who comes hither to visit this Church leave it not without a prayer.

Give thanks for all His blessings, for those who in past ages built this place,

and for all who, worshipping here,

have gone forth to serve God truly in Church and State.

Offer thyself in the Service of God’s will 

and for the furtherance of His purposes of Righteousness, Truth and Beauty.

Hearken to what the Lord God will say concerning thee;

“The Lord bless thy going out and thy coming in”.

Services

There is a mass at 11am every Sunday except for the first Sunday in 

the month when we have a Family Service.

For further information please contact:

Father Michael Johnson

The Vicarage, High Street, Campsall, Doncaster, DN6 9AF

Telephone: 01302 700286


